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STONEY  BOWES. 

OTHERWISE 

Andrew  Robinson  Bowes: 

i  'mg  a  miriufe  Memoir  of  lhi*<  infamous  and  notorious  Character. 
His  IVTarriage  to  iVFiss  Newton,  of  Burnop-field,  Durham,  aiitl 
the  paiticulars  of  his  cruel  «sas;e  towards  her— she  dies  of  a 
broken  heart.  He  afterwards  marries  the  Countess  of  Siratli- 
more.  His  Letters,  and  the  Countess's  Poetry  on  the  Nuptials, 
Bowes*  horrid  Character  fully  developed— his  savao^e  treatment 
of  the  Countess— his  profligacy  at  Gibside— presents  a  loaded 
pistol  to  her  head— his  seizure — conspiracy,  seduction,  trial, 
and  imprisonment  Bowes  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  New- 
castle, and  the  same  yea*  is  High  Shtriff  for  NorHuimbe!  land 
The  Co(mtess's  Death— Bowes  rallies,  but  on  /an.  1810^, 
Death  cloises  his  career  of  infamy  and  disgrace. 


Pr'mtea  and  sold  by  VV.  &  T.  Fordyce,  Newcastk?  and  Hull;- 
to  be  had  also  of  J.  VVhiahum  ^  Co.,  OG,  .v,ncU  v.t  ,  Carlisle. 


HISTORY  OF 
Andrew  Robinson  BoweSj  &c. 


MR.  A.  R.  BOWElS^^was  a  native  of  Ireland — he  was 
born  in  1745,  and  in  1763  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  30th 
regiment.  Previous  to  this,  and  while  only  an  ensign, 
he  had  the  address,  when  his  regiment  was  quartered  at 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  to  marry  Miss  Newton,  an  heir- 
ess with  a  fortune  of  iE30,000.  She  was  the  only  child 
of  William  Newton,  Esq.  of  Burnopfield,  in  the  county 
of  Durham.  Shortly  after  his  marriage,  his  regiment 
was  disbanded,  and  he  ever  after  received  the  allowance 
:  of  half  pay. 

The  person  of  Bowes  was  rather  in  his  favour,  and  . 
his  address  was,  probably,  when  young,  captivating. 
His  speech  was  soft,  his  height  more  than  five  feet  ten^ 
his  eyes  v-'ere  bright  and  small,  he  had  a  perfect  com- 
mand over  them,  his  eyebrows  were  low,  large,  and 
sandy,  his  hair  light,  and  his  complexion  muddy ;  his 
smile  was  agreeable,  his  wit  ready,  but  he  was  always 
the  first  to  laugh  at  what  he  said,  which  forced  others 
to  laugh  also.  His  conversation  was  shallow,  his  edu- 
cation was  bare,  and  his  utterance  was  in  a  low  tone  and 
lisping.  There  was  something  uncommon  in  the  con- 
nexion of  his  nose  with  his  upper  lip;  he  never  could 
talk  without  the  nose,  which  was  long  and  curved  down- 
wards, being  also  moved  ridiculously  with  the  upper  lip, 

Bowes,  after  the  year  1763,  resided  at  Cold-Pig  Hill^ 
the  seat  of  Miss  Newton's  ancestors.  This  connexioa 
brought  him  acquainted  with  ftimilies  in  the  vicinity^ 
'He  naturally  would  frequent  assemblies  and  public 
meetings  ;  and  if  what  every  body  says  must  be  true, 
he  in  a  violent  fit  of  rage,  tumbled  his  wife  down  a 
whole  flight  of  stairs,  at  one  of  those  meetings.  She 
bore  the  character  of  being  a  very  good  woman,  which 
in  all  probability  increased  her  sensibility,  upon  feeling 
her  melancholy  lot  from  the  choice  she  had  made.  She 
*oon  took  her  departure  to  another  and  better  world. 


It  Was  the  general  opinion  tliat  Bowes'  treatment  oi 
his  wife  shortened  her  days.  A  lady, writes  thus  on  the 
subject:  '  Mr.  Bowes,  then  Mr.  S.  came  to  Newcastle^ 
with  a  marching  regiment.  He  was  ensign.  I  have 
seen  him  with  his  gorget  on.  He  married  Miss  New- 
ton, of  Burnopfield,  a  lady  I  was  acquainted  with,  and 
visited.  She  was  not  at  all  handsome ;  short,  and  very 
dark ;  but  she  had  thirty  thousand  pounds,  which,  40 
years  ago,  was  reckoned  a  great  fortune.  Lady  Bewick, 
and  the  late  Mrs.  Shafto,  of  Benwell,  were  believed  to 
have  forwarded  the  match.  He  made  a  very  bad  hus- 
bandj  and  she  was  a  most  Wretched  wife,  and  brought 
no  children  alive  into  the  World ;  which  he  much  de- 
sired for  his  own  sake.  He  made  the  bell  of  St.  Ni-J 
cholas  toll  for  one  that  was  dead  born ;  but  failed  in 
proving  it  to  be  born  with  life.  If  he  could  have  proved 
it,  I  understand  that  the  law  gives  a  life-estate  in  tlie 
wife's  property.  He  many  times  advertised  the  wOod' 
on  the  estates  of  Cold-Pig  Hill,  &c.  to  be  sold,  but  the 
next  weekly  newspaper  always  produced  a  forbiddance 
from  our  friend  Mr.  Smith,  Edward  Jackson's  father, 
and  another  pei son  whose  name  I  have  forgot,  who  laid 
claim  to  the  estate  as  next  heirs.  He  behaved  like  a' 
brute  and  a  savage  to  his  wife,  and  in  a  short  time 
broke  her  heart.  He  knew  secret  Ways  of  provoking 
her  before  company  ;  and  then  if  she  looked  displeased, 
or  said  any  thing  tart,  he  appealed  to  the  company—^' 
He  took  pains  to  please  her,  but  could  not. 

^  I  will  put  another  stiange  anecdote  of  Bowes  in  the 
inside  : — ^Bowes,  upon  some  occasion,  locked  his  wife  in 
a  closet,  that  would  barely  contain  her,  for  three  days, 
in  her  chemise,  (some  say  without  it)  and  fed  her  with 
an  egg  a  day.  1  have  done  a  violence  to  my  feelings, 
and  wish  what  I  have  said  may  be  in  any  use.  Mrs.\ 
D.  can  tell  a  great  deal  more  than  me.  Write  without! 
delay.    Her  name  was  Hannah  Newton.' 

Bowes  remahied  a  widower  until  the  event  took  place 
between  him  and  the  Countess  of  Strath  more.    The  i 
Countess  of  Strathmore  was  a  learned  lady,  and  the 
house  in  Grosvenor-Square  mighty  during  the  nine 


oi  Ijcr   wiJowlitxHi,   be  laiiiy   dcnOiiiinMleJ  % 
i^mple  of  Folly. 

The  mind  of  tlie  Countess,  by  being  bi  cd  up  so  mucli 
flattery,  being  always  seen  like  a  .  devotee  at  the 
vine  of  admiration,  was  never  left  at  libeity  to  be  at-« 
nlive  to  her  most  favoured  studies,  and  by  her  hav-* 
,a  had  an  husband  who  took  no  delight  in  them 3, 
:e  b^^came  a  prey  to  that  which,  well  directed,  miglit 
ive  saved  her,  and  done  honour  to  her  and  her  fa-* 
ily.  Her  talent  was  not  in  fault  so  much  as  the  ap* 
icationofit. 

The  Countess  of  Strath  more  had  learning,  knew  a, 
'eat  many  languages,  and  the  study  which  was  the 
ost  valuable  to  her,  as  a  lady  of  fortune,  and  to  soci- 
y,  indepei^dent  of  the  more  immediate  and  domestic 
Tomplishments,  was  her  great  knowledge  of  botany, 
he  Countess  was  the  most  intelligent  female  botanist 
'the  age^  and  amongst  all  her  eccentricities  of  charac- 
;r  which  are  to  be  seen  in  her  Confessions^  and  which 
?nd  to  degrade  her,  j^et  as  she  has  there  said  notrsing 
I  her  own  praise,  being  compelled  by  Bowes  to  destroy 
er  own  fame^  and  to  commit  suicide  upon  her  own 
laracter,  it  may  be  stated,  that  at  this  time  she  was 
nding  creditable  amusements  during  the  day,  by  build- 
!g  extensive  hot-houses  and  consej-vatories  at  Upper 
helsea.  She  had  purchased  a  fine  old  mansion  witli 
n  extent  of  gr  ound,  well  walled  in,  and  tliere  she  had 
rought  exotics  from  the  Cape,  and  was  in  a  way  of 
vising  continually  an  inciease  to  her  collection,  whcn^ 
y  her  fatal  man  iage,  the  cruel  spoiler  came,  and  thre\^r 
lem  like  loathsome  weeds  away. 

,It  ought  to  be  stated  in  comrnisseration  lo  tlie  Coun- 
2ss*s  infirmities,  that  the  late  Earl  of  Strathmore  was 
ot  exactly  calculated  to  make  happy  even  a  learned  wo- 
lan.  riis  lordship's  pursuits  were  always  innocent  ard 
/ithout  the  smallest  guile,  but  they  were  not  those  of 
cience  or  any  other  splendid  quality.  \  sincere  Iricnd^ 
hearty  Scotchman,  and  a  good  bottle  companion,  were 
tarts  of  his  character.  Fie  would  rather  sutler  liimsrlf 
ban  Liour  the  CuuFitess  by  imposing  any  restraints  upon 
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Iw  ;  jienre  weie  seen  all  tlie  lenrnetl  doiricstlcs  wlilc  f 
iiu  Jilted  ins  house  even  in  his  life-time.  \^ 

Refoie  Bowes  obteuned  the  Countess,  he  first  of  a 
j^tijji  med  the  street-door  and  anti-chamber.    There  wer  ^' 
with  her  characters  for  the  promotion  of  this,  which  sh 
never  engaged  m  such  an  rmdertaking.    None  of  th  ^' 
relations  and  friends  of  the  late  Earl  were  acceptable  i  I 
Grosvenor«Square,  during  the  nine  naonths  of  widow! 
hood.    Her  Lord  wrote  her  a  letter  from  Lisbon  whe 
a'i  hopes  of  recovery  were  past,  composed  of  admonitio 
and  forgiveness  ;  but  the  letter  and  account  of  hi  ^ 
death  were  received  with  a  cold  and  unfeeling  indifFei 
ence.     It  was  soon  understood  that  she  had  receivet^^! 
tiie  addresses  of  Mr.  Gray,  a  gentleman  from  Indi^p' 
wliose  visits  were  constant,  and  their  airings  open  ;  ant 
solemn  promises  had  been  made  in  solemn  places,  as  \ 
ratification  of  their  intended  union. 

When  the  Countess  was  abused  and  vilHfiec),  attackei 
and  defended,  in  tiie  morning  prints,  the  late  Lord'j 
friends  kept  aloof,  thinkhig  that  the  abuse  was  useful  t 
prevent  the  union  of  Graj^  with  the  Countess.  Har 
they  interfered,  Bowes  never  might  have  been  ultimate! 
ly  married  to  the  Coimtess  ;  for  all  these,  contrivance  | 
sprung  from  his  active,  mischievous,  and  loo  siiccessAr 
brain.  Bowes  commenced  his  attack  with  the  mos 
consummate  art.  Knowing  bow  much  the  Coimtes' 
hated  all  the  friends  of  her  late  Lord,  in  order  to  stimuj 
late  her  to  a  second  lover,  if  ever  she  should  determinJ 
to  withdraw  herself  from  Gray,  and  which  was  his  ob; 
ject,  got  a  letter  of  more  than  eight  pages  written,  and 
sent  it  down  to  Durham^,  that  it  might  be  delivered  witi: 
the  Durham  post-mark  upon  it.  This  letter  was  direct  ! 
ed  to  the  Countess,  in  Grosvenor-Square,  and  was  to  b( 
supposed  to  Ire  a  copy  of  another  letter  sent  to  Bowes  i 
telling  him  how  an  insulted,  abused,  and  deceived  lady  i 
to  whom  Bowes  was  paying  his  addresses,  and  pledged : 
had  sent  to  her  ladyship  this  letter  from  mortification. 

Another  letter  informed  the  Countess  how  Bowes  had 
sacrificed  her  to  the  Countess,  and  abused  her  in  the' 
mo^t  severe  terms.    But  the  strongest,  deepest^  and; 
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perhaps  most  perfect  plot  that  ever  was  designed,  wa<i^" 
that  in  this  letter,  towards  tiie  latter  end  of  it,  the  uame 
af  Gray  was  introduced,  intimating,  that  the  lady  who 
wrote  this  letter  had  at  length  found  some  consolation^ 
that  her  ladyship  must  be  eventually  married  to  Mr. 
Gray,  and  that  she  then  .^lould  once  more  be  happy. — - 
This  was  the  very  movement  which  eventually  defeated 
Mr.  Gray.  It  gave  the  first  imagination  of  her  inten-* 
tion  to  dispossess  him  of  her  favours.  That  of  his 
supposed  connexion  with  the  late  Lord  Strathmore's  fa- 
mily, the  artful  letter  pressing  that  thought  upon  the 
Countess's  prejudiced  mind,  made  her  finally  determine 
igainst  Gray  ;  and  taking  into  the  account  his  age,  his 
l^ant  of  spirit,  and  his  langour,  he  soon  became  forbid- 
[ien ;  she  ceased  to  entertain  him  farther,  and  finally 
jJiscarded  him. 

I  Besides  the  masked  batteries  which  Bowes  had  erected^ 
by  the  Strathmore  family,  rejoicing  at  Gray*s  downfall, 
Imd  by  this  cheating  artifice  practised  upon  the  Coun- 
ess  through  this  copy  of  a  letter,  Bowes,  never  at  rest 
ill  certain  of  success,  was  making  his  way  into  the  house 
,re.e  and  easy,  not  like  Gray,  but  better.  Every  step 
trod  was  an  advanced  piece  of  ground,  which  could 
liot  be  contended  against  by  any  future  rival. 
!  The  family  now  in  the  Square  consisted  of  the  Coun- 
ess,  Mrs.  Parish,  the  governess  of  the  children.  Miss 
Eliza  Planta,  sister  to  the  governess,  and  confidant  to 
he  Countess,  secretly  in  the  interest  of  Bowes,  the  Rev. 
Wfr.  Stephens,  just  about  to  be  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Planta,  also  in  the  interest  of  Bowes ;  the  chief  visitors 
)f  the  family  were  Mr.  Magra,  a  botanist,  and  friend  of 
Or.  Solander,  and  Mr.  Matra,  a  consul  at  Barbary. 
Fhese,  besides  accidental  visitors,  were  the  Dramatis 
Persons,  at  the  Temple  of  Folly,  in  Grosvenor-Squaie. 

Bowes  had  procuied  the  good  wishes  of  Miss  Eliza 
Planta,  and  of  the  Reverend  Chaplain,  and  of  all  other 
lomesiics  which  might  be  necessary  to  his  final  success, 
Another  stratagem  he  brought  to  his  aid.  Knowing 
h.it  the  Countess  entertained  romantic  and  visionary 
LOlions  of  things,  he  had  a  conjuror  tutored  to  his 
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wishes,  and  got  Mi^s  F.  to  make  a  J^art}',  witli  tlie: 
Countess  and  some  others,  to  have  their  fortunes  told| 
Bowes  having  thus  tar  advanced  in  uninterrupted  suc-i' 
cess,  made  up  a  match  between  the  chaplain  and  Miss; 
Planta  but  a  few  days  before  his  own  with  the  Count<?ss; 
a  corroborating  proof,  that  n&  man  can  make  advances 
so  certain  and  successful  as  he  who  solicits  his  good; 
fortune,  by  conferring  good  fortune  upon  others,  and  b^ 
assuming,  in  all  ways,  the  acts  of  a  generous  gallant. 

The  Countess  of  Strathmore  is  thus  described  by  an 
eye-witness,  who  saw  her  the  morning  after  the  rencon- 
tre between  Bowes  and  the  editor  of  the  morning  print 
when  she  enteied  the  apartment  of  the  formei-  at  tin 
St.  James's  coffee-house.  The  Countess  at  this  tim« 
was  scarcely  thirty  years  of  age ;  she  possessed  a  ver} 
pleasing  en-bon-point ;  her  breast  was  uncommonly 
fine  ;  her  stature  was  rather  under  the  middle  class  ;  hel 
hair  brown;  her  eyes  light,  small,  and  she  was  nea 
sighted;  her  face  was  round;  her  neck  and  shoulder 
graceful  ;  her  lower  jaw  rather  underhanging,  and  which 
whenever  she  was  agitated,  was  moved  very  uncommoii 
ly,  as  if  convulsively,  from  side  to  side  ;  her  finger 
were  small,  and  her  hands  were  exceedingly  delicate 
She  appeared  in  very  fine  health  ;  her  complexion  wa 
particularly  clear  :  her  dress  displayed  her  person,  i 
was  elegant  and  loose  ;  she  glowed  with  all  the  warmti 
of  a  gay  widow,  about  to  be  married — and  she  prCmptf 
all  around  to  be  certain  that  she  was  conscious  of  havin 
obtained,  with  all  this  difficulty,  that  which,  without  thi 
eclat,  she  never  might  have  been  thus  bless(;d  :  sli 
seemed,  poor  silly  soul  !  as  if  she  blessed  the  duel,  an 
blessed  every  hod^  about  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  precioi^ 
prize  the  contest  brought  her.  She  blessed  even  tli 
sword  that  was  used  by  Bofves  in  the  duel,  took  it  horr 
with  her,  and  slept  with  it  constantly  at  the  head  of  h( 
bed  all  the  while  she  was  in  Grosvenor-Square. 

The  continued  provocations  which  appeared,  particular 
ly  in  one  morning  print,  and  which  was  then  read  by  il 
town  more  than  any  other,  seemed  at  the  approach  ^ 
the  time  of  the  duel  more  acrgravating  both  in  the 
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acks  and  defences  <sf  the  Countess's  conduct.— -Th€  reii<* 
ontre  alluded  to  took  place  in  consequence  of  a  letter 

addressed  by  Bowes  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  B  the  editor 

>f  the  Morning  Print.    The  Countess  had  been  pro- 

oked  to  declare  to  Miss  P  that  the  man  who 

/ould  call  upon  the  editor,  and  revenge  her  cause  upon 
i.im,  should  have  both  her  hand  and  heart.  Bowes 
herefore  mustered  up  his  courage  and  challeiiged  the 
ibnoxious  gentleman.  Mr.  Hull  was  sitting  in  the  Ade!- 
>hi  tavern,  when  he  heard  the  report  of  two  pistols,  and 
>j  esently  after  the  noise  as  of  two  persons  fencing ;  he 
mmediately  ran  up  stairs,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
he  waiters,  burst  open  the  door,  and  parted  the  comba- 
mts,  who  were  fighting  in  the  dark,  the  candles  having 
een  knocked  down.  Dr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Foote  the 
lurgeon  were  called  in  Mr.  Bowes  had  two  wounds  in 
[is  right  breast,  and  a  slight  one  in  his  right  ;arrri.  He 
Ippeared  much  agitated,  andfointedtwi.ee.  J^r.  Br—: — » 
|/as  also  wounded  on  the  right  thigh,  which  excitexi  con- 
jiderable  pain  Irpm  the  anatomical  nature  of  the  part ; 
|ut  he  gallantly  refused  to  be  di^ssed  ?.n}til  Bowes's 
rounds  were  examined. 

I  On  the  17th  of  January,  four  days  after  the  duel, 
i»owes  and  the  Countess  were  married  at  St  James's 
ihurch,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gardiner,  to  whom  he  gave 
il50,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  he  took  possession 
f  the  bowse  and  all  the  moveables  in  Grosvenor-Square. 
lere,  then,  wei'e  joined  in  holy  wedlock,  two  such  as 
|)r  the  honour  of  nature  are  seldom  to  be  found.  The 
ne  had  broken  the  heart  of  a  former  wife,  the  other  had 
ot  lengthened  the  days  of  a  former  husband  ;  in  a  bat- 
e-royal of  a  main  of  cocks,  the  ^:wo  surviving  ones  con- 
2iid  for  existence,  and  thus  gre  these  two  pitted  as  by 
ositive  destination. 

Soon  after  the  mai  riage,  Bowes  addressed  a  good  let- 
T  to  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Bowes,  then  residing  at 
aul's  Welden.    But  Mrs.  Bowes  did  not  louo;  survive 

ie  shock  of  this  niarriao-e  and  her  daufrhter's  condu^'t, 

ill  .  ^  .  ^ 

he  morning  after  l^owes's  maniage,  he  had  quite  a 

yec  ;  not  being  well  enough  to  be  moved,  or  not  now 


caring  much  about  it,  he  was  seen  dressed  in  a  suit  o 
regimentals  ;  his  vanity  reminding  him,  that  fourteei 
years  ago,  he  was  the  youngest  heutenant  upon  half-pai 
of  a  disbanded  regiment.  Two  general  officers  in  thei 
full  regimental  dresses  paid  him  and  the  Countess  thi 
nuptial  visit;  these  were  his  near  relations — Genera 
Robinson  of  Marl  borough-Street,  and  General  Arm 
strong,  of  Berners- Street. 

The  cards  wei'e  in  heaps  that  were  left  by  visitors  ii 
couches,  on  horseback,  and  on  foot.  All  was  bustle— 
and  there  would  have  been  something  light  and  airy 
something  of  felicity  in  this  knight-errant  frolic  of  for 
tune,  something  which  on  a  superficial  mind  woul 
strike  the  attention,  as  a  prosperous  and  dexterous  piec 
of  romance  ;  but  the  foundation  was  not  sound — th 
causewas  not  good,  nor  prospect  bright.  Bowesopened  th 
scene  at  Grosvenor  Square,  where  he  gave  a  few  gran 
dinners  to  those  who  would  attend  them ;  ,  and  t her 
after  the  house  had  undergone  the  change  naturally  t 
be  expected  from  folly  to  tyranny,  all  his  friends  wli 
had  served  his  purpose,  were  set  adrift.  Mr.  Gra 
commenced  an  action  against  the  Countess,  but  it  w£ 
compromised  by  £l  £,000. 

Bowes  next  took  a  house  at  Hammersmith,  but  i 
the  expiration  of  three  months,  they  made  a  journey  i 
their  possessions  in  the  north,  in  company  with  b 
physician.  Dr.  Scott.  On  the  Countess's  arrival  j 
Gibside,  her  ancient  domain,  Bowes  looked  out  fori, 
chaplain,  in  the  choice  of  whom  he  appeared  serupuloif 
}y  nice.  ' 

It  was  now  that  Bowes  began  to  show  himself,  as  j 
the  application  of  the  immense  property  which  had,  I 
his  marriage,  fallen  to  him.  Gibside  is  remarkable  fi 
rich  and  extensive  plantations  of  valuable  woods ;  ar^ 
whether  Bowes  had  the  power  by  law  of  cutting  dov 
timber  or  not,  here,  within  ten  months  of  his  marriag 
he  felled  a  great  quantity  of  the  ^best  timber  in  En 
land/  as  he  called  it ;  but  as  his  neighbours  refused 
become  purchasers,  it  lay  upon  his  hands.  He  parti' 
with  every  thing  he  could  in  town,  sold  the  house^ 
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ot-bouse,  and  conservatories  at  Chelsea,  hud  took  the 
imily  plate  into  his  own  possession.  He  raised  f  S0,000 
pon  annuities.  He  insured  the  life  of  the  Countess 
nly  for  a  year  or  two  at  most,  and  afterwards  dropped 
lem,  by  which  he  squandered  away  vast  sums. 
■  He  had  been  fortunate  in  having  served  the  office  of 
heriff,  just  in  time  to  be  chosen  in  17^0,  a  member  for 
Newcastle ;  and  it  is  bej^ond  all  question,  that  iie  medi- 
ated standing  for  the  county,  at  a  future  lime,  and  had 
;ot  some  interest  on  his  side.  During  his  canvass  for 
Newcastle,  he  entertained  the  heads  of  that  town  at 
jibside;  he  kept  an  open  house;  his  dinneis  were 
;ood,  and  his  table  enriched  by  massive  plate  ;  but  there 
vas  always  a  smack  of  mean  splendour  about  him,  as  he 
lid  not  purchase  one  single  new  carriage,  and  his  coach-' 
iorses,  originally  of  high  value,  were  never  seen  in  good 
onditioju  He  took  a  chaplain  into  his  house,  and  had 
Iways  somebody  about  him  whom  he  made  a  butt  of. 

From  the  year  177^  to  1783  he  was  scarcely  ever  re-* 
iiclent  in  London ;  for  although  he  wds  now  a  member 
)f  parliament,  he  did  not  hasten  to  town.  The  fact  was, 
hat,  as  he  confessed,  he  meant  to  make  something  of  his 
barliamentary  seat;  that  he  aimed  at  an  Irish  peerage, 
jind  finding  the  administration  recoiled  at  it,  he  grew 
mlky  and  abusive.  After  having  given  a  few  parlia- 
j.nentary  dinners  to  some  of  the  members  and  his  ac- 
j^uaintances,  he  gave  up  his  house  in  Giosvenor  Square, 
jand  took  up  his  residence  in  hotels.  He  had  made  the 
jpurchase  of  Benwell  estate,  nf^ar  Newcastle,  from  the  fa- 
imily  of  Shafto  ;  but  this  could  not  have  distressed  him 
itnuch,  as  he  moi  tgaged  it  deeply. 

He  was  tremblingly  alive  for  the  fate  of  the  Countess, 
and  watched  all  her  movements  like  an  Argus.  She  was 
delivered  of  a  son,  and  his  anxiety  for  a  time  sus])ended, 
^^'hen  he  icmained  at  Gibj^ide,  he  avoided  his  London 
creditors  ;  but  the  time  was  now  approaching,  that  the 
creditors'  bills  at  the  election  would  naturally  di'ive  him 
from  Gibside  to  London  or  Paul's  Walden.  lie  cixme 
up  in  April,  1783,  and  there  commences  his  delinqiicn- 
vy  with  his  chief  agt3nt  in  the  election.     He  hi  ought  in 
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Ills  company,  from  the  north,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H  , 

wo.th}^  and  respccta!)le  couple.  It  was  prohably  ther 
compassion  for  the  fallen  Countess  whir-ii  induced  then^ 
1<>  forego  their  own  comfort  fc^r  hers,  'i  hese  two,  witi 
the  young  child,  and  a  nurse  of  I'owes's  choosing,  no 
the  Countesses,  formed  the  society  of  Bowes  and  th< 
Countess  at  Paul's  Walden.  Till  lie  could  find  a  house 
in  town  he  made  Londun  his  visits,  and  Paul's  Walden 

his  home.    Tlie  chaplain,  Mr,  M-  ,  was  gone  ;  and 

smother,  Mr.  P   S   left  him  in  consequence  o|| 

])is  debauchery,  after  remaining  with  him  about  si| 
months.- — Foote  met  Bowes  in  London,  puichusing 
trinkets  to  the  amount  of  frnty  guineas.  Mr.  Foote  I 
agreed  to  accompany  him  to  the  north,  where  he  was 
i'ving  in  gi'eat  profusion,  giving  entertainments  to  the 
neighbours  much  beyond  the  necessary  j^ty I e.  Amongst 
other  visitors,  there  was  a  most  beautiful  young  woman^ 
one  of  his  former's  daughters,  and  for  whom  tiiese  U  in- 
kcts  were  intended.  Her  mother  and  sister  came  after 
dinner,  and  they  all  drank  tea  with  the  Countess.  A;t; 
jnght  he  went  to  the  farm-house,  as  he  fiequently  did^! 
lo  watch  their  going  to  bed.  On  this  occasion  the  dogl 
was  loose,  seized  upon  Buwes,  and  severely  bit  his  leg.  ;i 
The  Countess,  at  this  time,  says  Mr.  Fooie,  appeared' 
wondet fully  altered  and  dejected.  She  was  pale  and 
nervous,  and  her  under  jaw  constantly  moved  from  side 
10  side.  If  she  said  any  thing,  she  looked  at  him  fiijrt. 
!['  she  was  asked  to  drmk  a  glass  0/ wine,  she  took  his 
intelligence  before  she  answered.  She  sat  i)ut  a  short 
n'mo  at  dinner,  and  then  was  out  of  my  sigiit.  I  did 
get  one  moining's  walk  with  her  and  Mr.  Hariison  into, 
the  once  beautiful  pleasure-garden,  where,  in  spite  of  the 
ruinous  state  of  it,  much  was  left  for  admiration  ;  be^ 
cat^^^^c  the  taste  which  gave  it  a  creation  was  not  as  yet 
t<^  ally  obliterated.  The  Countess  pointed  out  to  us  the 
coiH'ern  slie  had  formerly  taken  iji  the  shrubs,  the  flow- 
rr-beds,  the  lawns,  the  alcoves,  and  the  walks  of  thi.s 
most  deleciable  lece&s.  She  evcp  pointed  out  the  as-* 
si.stance  hn  own  hand  had  lent  to  individual  articles, 
obsei  ving  Iscr  during  her  conversation,  the  agitation 
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of  hci'  mfiid  was  apparent  by  its  action  on  her  mouth. 
She  would  look  for  some  time,  hesitate,  and  then  her 
under  jaw  would  act  in  that  convulsive  manner,  which 
absolutely  explained  her  state  of  melancholy  remem- 
brance bevond  all  other  proofs  abstracted  knowledge 
could  confirm,  or  technical  teachers  could  demonstrate. 
Indifferent  now  about  his  ambitious  concerns,  certain 
that  he  should  never  be  returned  again  for  Newcastle, 
Bowes  began  to  study  how  to  get  into  his  possession  the 
two  eldest  daughters  of  Lord  Strathmore.  All  of  a  sud- 
den he  appeared  to  be  so  tender,  and  so  alarmed  about 
the  Countess's  health,  and  the  sufferings  of  her  peace  of 
mind,  that  he  actually  succeeded  in  obtaining  possession 
of  one  of  the  daughters,  and  the  other  had  a  very  nar- 
row escape.  The  Countess  in  this  transaction  was  com- 
pletely under  the  dominion  of  Bowes,  though  she  never 
evinced  much  care  respecting  her  child? en.  The  coun- 
tess wrote  to  the  guardians,  requesting  that  the  two 
young  ladies,  Maria  Jane  and  Anna  Maria,  might  spend 
the  following  day  with  her  previous  to  her  journey  to 
Bath.  This  request  was  complied  with.  May  22,  1784, 
but  judge  of  til e  surprise  created  by  the  receipt  of  the 
following  letter  from  Lady  Mary  Eleanor  Bowes  Strath- 
1  more,  dictated,  doubtless,  by  Bowes:— 

-     LzlDIES,  Grosvenor  Square,  May  29,  1784. 

I  take  th^s  rnc^liod  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  compliance  with  Lndy 
Anna  Maria's  affectionate  and  dutiful  retjucst  of  spcndiKf?  the  ensuing  holidays 
with  nie,  I  have  gratified  our  mutual  wishes,  by  taking  her  into  my  ]X)sse.ssioh, 
as  the  only  means  to  make  myself  som.e  recompence  for  what  I  have  endured 

for  several  years  from  Mr.  L  n*s  constantly  refusing  rne  the  company,'  of  ray 

children  in.  surh  manner  as  humanity  and  propriety  seem  to  demand. 
'    1  shovdd  not  have  taken  this  step  before  the  appointed  day  of  breaking  up, 
I^id  1  not  concUuled,  that  if  I  v/aited  till  then  1  should  l)e  prevented,  as  I  have 

hitherto  frequently  been,  by  your  adhering  to  Mr.  L  's  orders;  wjiich, 

ho.wever,  I  iloiibt  not,  were  highly  repugnant  to  your  own  wishes,  and  very 
disconiionant  *  *  *  >i<  *  *  *  *  to  those  sentiments  of  duty  towards  a  parent, 
which  !  am  convinced  you  wovdd  otherwise  have  been  anxious  to  instill  into 
the  minds  of  your  pupils,  and  my  daughters. 

'  1  am.  Ladies,  ytnir  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

M .  E.  B O  W 1^:  S  S  T  I?  A. 'r  II M O  R  E. 

>  .  It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  both  the  ladies  were 
under  the  protection  of  the  guardians,  by  an  order  of 
jthe  Court  of  Chancery.  Bui  this  was  but  half  of  the 
liiecp-laid  plot.    Lady  Maria  Jane,  the  eldest,  liaving 

'loft  school,  resided  with  her  aunt,  Lady  A          S  , 

;;if  Harlcy  Street  ;  aurl  the  Countess  sent  Lady  A — > — • 


14 


S—  also  a  written  request,  that  Lady  Maria  Jane 
should  pay  her  a  visit  previous  to  her  intended  journey 
to  Bath.  l  ady  Maria  Jane  accordingly  went  on  the 
f  2d  of  May,  also,  accompanied,  at  the  request  of  Lady 

Maria,  by  Mrs.  O  ,  when  they  were  shewn  into  a 

drawing-room,  and  received  by  Mrs.  Reynett,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  Countess  came  in  ;  and  Lady  Maria 

having  told  Mrs.  O  — ,  as  they  went  up  Giosvenor 

Square,  that  she  saw  her  sister.  Lady  Anna  Maria,  at 

window  up  stairs,  Mrs.  O  asked  the  Countess  i 

Lady  Anna  Maria  was  there,  when  the  Countess  ac 
knowledged  that  she  was. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Countess  desired 
Lady  Maria  Jane  to  walk  into  the  next  room  with  her, 
that  she  might  shew  her  a  letter  which  she  had  received 
fiom  her  son.  Lord  Strathmore:  the  Countess  went  out 

accordingly,  followed  by  Lady  Mai  ia  Jane ;  Mrs.   

T.as  left  behind,  with  Mrs.  Reynett  and  a  gentleman  in 

the  room.    Mrs.  G-   thinking  thatslie  had  waited 

long  enough,  and  growing  rather  uneasy  at  her  not  re- 
turning, rang  the  bell,  and  desired  the  servant  to  tell 
Lady  Maria  Jane  that  slie  was  going,  and  that  she  was 
to  come  to  her.    The  servant  returned,  and  said  that 

she  was  coming  piesently.    Mrs.  O  r—  waited  a 

short  time,  and  then  rung  again,  and  sent  the  same  mes- 
sage by  the  servant,  but  received  no  answer  to  her  re- 
quest.   Mrs.  ()-  —  then  solicited  Mrs.  Reynett  to 

tell  Lady  Maria  that  she  waited  for  her.  Mrs.  Reynett 
accordirigl}'-  went  out,  and  returned  and  said  to  Mrs* 

O  — that  she  dared  not  go  into  the  room;  upon  j 

which  Mrs.  O——  requested  her  to  shew  her  the 
room,  and  she  would  go  in  herself.    Mrs.  Reynett  then 

shewed  Mrs.  O  to  the  Countess's  dressing-room, 

which  opened  up  the  back  stairs.  Mrs.  Q  en- 
deavoured to  open  the  door,  but  found  it  fastened.  She 
tlien  returned  into  the  drawiiig-rojm,  very  much  agi- 
tated ;  and  soon  after,  a  servant  entered,  and  brought 
her  a  letter  from  the  Countess.  It  was  written  in  tin 
same  stile  as  the  former  one, 

Mrs.  Q  having  read  the  letter,  immcdiateb 
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called  for  her  own  servant,  and  directed  him  to  carry  it 
to  his  master,  wherever  he  was,  and  to  tell  him,  that  she 
wished  him  to  come  to  her  immediately,  Mrs.  O 
then  returned  to  the  door  of  the  Countess's  dressing- 
room,  which  she  found  was  open  ;  but  upon  her  endea- 
vouring to  go  in,  it  was  shut  against  hei-  by  some  person 

on  the  inside ;  and  Mrs.  O   hearing  Lady  Maria 

scream,  she  immediately  cried  out  to  her,  as  loud  as  she 
was  able — Maria,  1  will  not  quit  the  house  till  you 
come  to  me," 

From  that  moment  Mrs.  O-  determined  not  to 

lose  sight  of  that  door;  and  accordingly  desired  Mrs. 
Reynett  to  procure  her  a  chair,  and  she  would  sit  down 
by  that  door  on  the  back  stairs.  She  did  so,  and  sat 
herself  down  on  the  steps  of  the  st  c^j  i^'s.  Mi  s.  Q 
soon  after  walked  to  the  great  stairs,  and  Lady  Maria 
<!ame  to  her,  led  by  a  gentleman,  without  whose  inter- 
ference she  would  have  been  a  victim.  Lady  Maria  and 
Mrs.  O— • —  poured  their  thanks  upon  him,  and  has- 
tened immediately  down  the  stairs,  and  out  of  the  house ; 
congratulating  herself  that  she  was  out  of  a  detestable 
house,  into  which  she  would  never  enter  again  ;  and 
finding  that  her  chariot  was  gone,  they  went  immediate- 
ly to  the  house  of  a  lady  in  Lower  Grosvenor-street. 

Lady  Maria  informed  Mrs.  O —  ,  that  duririg  the 

i  time  she  was  so  detained  for  Mrs.  O—  ,  Bowes  and 

I  the  Countess,  in  the  most  earnest  manner  possible,  en- 
I  :deavoured  to  persuade  her  to  withdraw  herself  from  the 
I  care  of  her  guardians,  and  to  reside  with  them.  Lady 
Maria  Jane  was  then  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Application  was  made  to  the  chancellor  by  the  guar- 
<Tians  on  the  26th,  praying  to  have  the  person  of  Lady 
Anna  Maria  delivered  over  to  them.  But  it  was  too 
late ;  as  Bowes,  who  had  every  thing  ready  for  his 
journey,  on  the  same  day  he  got  the  two  ladies  into  his 
power,  absolutely  set  out  that  evening,  not  to  Bath,  but 
to  Paris,  and  carried  Lady  Anna  Maria  away  with  him. 
}      In  the  beginning  of  November,  the  Court  of 

Chancery  proceeded  on  this  subject,  and  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1785,  within  three  little  months,  the  Conn- 
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trss  of  Strathmore  exhibited  articles  ef  the  peace  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  against  her  husband,  Andrew 
Robinson  Bowes,  for  ill  treatment  of  her  person.  The 
Countess  desired  to  have  one  of  the  ti[)StafFs  for  her 
protection  to  her  residence,  which  was  granted. 

At  the  time  when  the  Countess  surrendered  her  h*- 
berty  to  Bowes,  she  had,  among  other  high  endow- 
ments, brought  her  mind  to  a  taste  for  poetical  compo- 
sition. She  had  composed  and  printed  a  dramatic 
performance,  of  five  acts^  called  the  Siegk  of  Jerusa- 
lem ;  and  ni  the  vohiptuous  trance  which  was  raised 
in  her  mind  by  the  duel,  she  sported  the  following 
verses  : — 

ON  THE  NUPTIAX.S. 

Unmov'd,  Maria  saw  the  splendid  suite 

Of  rival  captives  sii^hing  at  her  feet, 

'Till  in  Tier  cause,  his  sword  young  S— n — y  drew, 

And  to  revenge,  the  gallant  wooer  flew  ! 

Bravest  among  the  brave  !-*viid  first  to  prove. 

By  death !  or  conquest !  who  best  knew  to  love  ! 

But  pale,  and  faint,  the  wounded  lover  lies. 

While  more  than  pity  fills  Maria's  eyes  ! 

In  her  soft  breast  I  where  passion  long  had  strove. 

Resistless  sorrow  fix'd  the  reigii  of  love  ! 

*  Dear  youth,"  she  cries,  *  we  meet  no  more  to  part ! 

Then  take  thy  honour's  due— my  bleeding  heart  !'  "  M, 

Before  the  Countess  appeared  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  Bowes  dined  at  Capt.  Armstrong's,  in  Percy- 
street,  which  gave  the  Countess  the  oppoitunity  to  elope, 
b}''  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Morgan — and  just  as  they 
came  opposite  to  Berner's  Street,  Mrs.  Morgan  saw 
Bowes  in  a  hackney  coach  also  diivin^  very  fast,  witi] 
his  head  out,  and  without  his  hat.  Providentially  he 
saw  them  not ;  but  the  escape  was  so  narrow,  that  the 
Countess,  in  her  low  state  of  health,  from  the  represent 
tation  upon  her  mind  of  the  misery  which  threatened  her, 
if  she  should  be  retaken,  f(  11  into  hysterics,  and  wan 
with  difficulty  persuaded  that  she  was  safe,  and  out  of 
Iiis  power.  At  the  time  the  Countess  escaped,  she 
had  not  a  shilling  at  her  command  ;  no  other  dresSi 
than  what  she  had  on;  her  jewels  even  were  for-/ 
gotten. 

Bowes  had  been  fetched  as  soon  after  their  escape  asj 
possible.  His  carriage  was  brought ;  but  when  the  ser-ti 
vant  announced  to  him  what  had  happened,  he  ran  intol 
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Dxfuicl-stieet;,  without  saying  one  worJ^  left  his  bat  and 
carriage  behind  him,  took  a  hackne3^-coacli,  and  drove 
home.—  The  Countess  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Mojgan 
to  Mr.  Shutter's,  the  barrister,  in  Cursitor-street ;  and 
rm  apartment  was  taken  for  her  in  Dyer*s  Buildings; 
wliere  she  remained,  and  where  Bov/es  at  length  disco- 
veicd  her,  but  not  till  she  was  under  the  protection  of 
the  court.  Her  bail,  I  tliink,  was  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
and  that  respectable  lawyer,  John  Lee.  Bowes  soon 
resolved  uj)on  taking  lodgings  in  the  same  street^  to  be 
there  now  and  then,  and  to  keep  watch  upon  her.  He 
took  every  step  he  possibly  could^  without  infringing  the 
law,  to  get  the  Countess  again  into  his  possession. 

The  Countess,  after  her  elopement,  until  she  had  ob- 
tained this  decisive  success  to  her  future  hope,  by  the 
trial  ill  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  was  left  in  a  very 
disconsolate  state  ;  there  were  none  to  help  her  in  the 
time  of  need,  and  she  was  reduced  very  low ;  but  so 
.soon  as  this  cause  succeeded,  fiiends  poured  in  ;  and  new 
council  and  new  attorneys  rushed  forward  upon  the 
opening  of  this  door  of  Paradise.  She  was  removed  to 
Hart-^strect,  from  thence  to  Bloomsbury-sqnare.  had  a 
coach  at  her  command,  and  a  man  of  the  name  of  Lucas, 
|a  constable  of  high  respectability,  to  attend  and  protect 
Iher  every  where. 

The  chief  object  which  engaged  the  restless  and  un- 
satisfied mind  of  Bowes,  was  to  plan  some  project  by 
which  he  could  again  obtain  possession  of  the  Countess. 
The  first  step  towards  it  was  to  undermine  Lucas,  who 
was  always  in  attendance  upon  her.  He  found  out 
where  his  wife  and  family  lived  :  he  gratified  all  their 
immediate  wants  :  he  made  himself  out  an  injured  mail  : 
he  produced  his  credentials,  the  Confessions:  and  he, 
by  time  and  close  attention,  soon  got  the  wife  and  her 
visitors  on  his  side.  Sure  he  is  a  cliarmincr  man,  and 
'twas  a  shame  he  should  be  so  used  ;  he  is  as  mild  and 
as  meek  as  a  land),  and  as  good  and  generous  as  a 
prince.  One  of  my  children  was  ill  —  he  saw  it  every 
day — nursed  it — and  gave  it  the  medicines  himself/* — 


By  his  can.stanoy  in  persc  vt:! ing,  with  all  ihe  wrrmt 
of  .sinrerityj  he  biitceeded  in  gaining  Lucas  over  to  hi 
})urpose.  Lucas,  on  Friday,  tbe  10th  of  Novembetv 
enquired  of  the  coachman,  as  his  custom  was,  if  his  lady 
went  out  that  day  ?  and  was  answered  in  the  affirma^ 
tive,  and  received  orders  to  attend  between  one  ana 
two  in  the  afternoon.  About  that  time  her  ladyship 
had  business  at  Mr.  Forster*s,  in  Oxford-street;  and, 
for  company,  took  Mr.  Farrer,  brother  to  her  solicitor, 
and  her  maid,  Mjs.  Morgan,  in  the  coach  with  her.  Li 
their  way  they  met  with  no  interruption ;  but  they  had 
scarce  been  five  minutes  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Foster  be- 
fore some  of  those  persons  came  into  the  shop,  wha 
were  well  known  to  her  ladyship.  Being  much  alarmed 
at  their  appearance,  she  withdrew  to  an  inner  room,  and 
locked  the  door,  requesting  Mr.  Forster,  at  the  same 
timo,  to  go  privately  and  jvrocure  assistance,  to  be  in 
readiness  for  her  protection,  in  case  any  violence  should 
be  offered  to  her  person. 

Mr.  Forster  had  scarce  left  the  house,  when  the  con- 
stable whose  busHiess  it  was  to  watch  the  motions  of  his 
lady,  went  up  and  tapped  at  her  room-door,  and  by  tell*: 
ing  her  his  name,  obtained  immediate  admittance.  In- 
terrogating him  as  to  his  business,  she  was  ready  to 
sink  when  she  was  told,  that  her  ladyship  was  his  pri- 
soner ;  that  a  warrant  had  j  ust  been  put  into  his  hands  ; : 
that  he  must  do  his  duty  ;  but  that  it  was  rather  fortu-; 
nate  for  her  ladyship,  as  he  would  take  her  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  at  Caenwood,  who,  no  doubt,  would  frustrate 
dl  the  wicked  purposes  of  her  enemies,  and  take  her 
under  his  own  immediate  protection.  With  this  artful 
tale,  in  the  then  state  of  her  mind,  she  was  easily  pre- 
vailed on  to  step  again  into  her  coach,  as  Mr.  Farrer 
was  permitted  to  accompany  her.  The  moment  she 
was  seated,  her  servants  were  all  discharged,  bv  a  pre-; 
tended  order  fiom  her  ladyship,  a  confederate  coach-j 
man  mounted  the  box,  and  a  new  set  of  attendants,  all 
armed,  surrounded  the  coach.  In  this  manner  they 
proceeded^  without  noise  or  interruption,  till  they  reach- 
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Cil  rii^>li<*cue  at  \]\c  hcAU'Wi  i)t  which  stood  rvTr. 

Ijowes,  who,  addressina  lurnscii  to  Mr.  Fane)-,  very 
civilly  requested  to  cijange  piaces  with  Ivim,  and  tlieiv 
seated  himself  at  the  right  Irand  of  his  lady,  who  was 
no  longer  in  doubt  as  to  his  design  The  coachman 
was  now  ordered  to  proceed,  and  to  quieken  his  pace. — 
Mr.  Farrer,  being  now  at  liberty,  made  all  possible  haste 
to  London^  and  application  whs  made  immediately  to 
the  Comt  of"  King's  Bencli,  in  order  to  effect  a  rescue. 
On  Monday,  the  13th,  two  of  Lord  Mansfield  s  tipstaffs 
set  off  for  that  purpose  to  the  north.  In  the  mean  time 
Mr.  Bowes  continued  his  journey  without  interruption, 
.  though  the  windows  of  the  coach  were  broken.  As 
they  drove  on,  Bowes  endeavonied  to  persuade  the 
i  Countess  to  sign  a  paper  to  stop  proceedings  against 
[  him  in  the  ecclesiastical  court;  and  though  he  bruitish- 
ly  beat  her,  and  presented  a  loaded  pistol  to  her  head, 
she  firmly  refused. 

Being  arrived  at  Streatiara  Castle,  he  endeavoured  to 
persuade  her  to  take  upon  her  the  government  of  the 
family,  and  enquiied  if  she  was  not  yet  reconciled  to  a 
domestic  life  ?  being  answered  with  asperity,  he  flew 
into  a  more  violent  passian  than  she  had  ever  seen  him, 
and  pulling  out  a  pistol,  bid  her  say  her  last  prayers — 
s!ie  said  her  prayers,  and  bid  him  fire  !  The  whole 
e'ounty  was  now  alarmed  for  the  Countess,  and  he  for 
his  own  safety  He  knew  his  pursuers  were  at  hand, 
and  he  effected  his  escape  during  night*  He  set  the 
Countess  on  horseback  behind  him,  without  a  pillion, 
and  took  her  over  dismal  heaths  and  trackless  wilds  co- 
vered with  snow,  till  they  came  to  Darlington,  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  B — ,  the  attorney,  where  she  was  shut  up 
in  a  dark  room,  and  where  she  was  threatened  (a  red  hot 
poker  being  held  to  her  breast)  with  a  mad  doctor  and 
strait  waistcoat ;  but  all  in  vain.  The  hour  of  deli- 
vera ce  drew  near.  Here  they  had  been  traced,  and 
])ere  it  wiis  no  longer  safe  for  Bowes  to  continue ;  he 
therefore  set  out  with  her  before  day,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  he  b]"ought  her,  taking  her  over  hedges  and 
)longhcd  fields,  till,  being  seen  by  the  husbandmen  at 
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work,  lie  was  so  closely  liemmeJ  in,  that  an  oltl  (^^iin- 
irymaii  taking  hold  of  his  horse's  bi'idle,  and  BowpaJj 
presenting  his  pistol  to  frighten  him,  he  vvas  knockecm 
down  by  a  constable  that  was  in  pursuit  of  him,  andl 
felled  to  the  ground  with  a  large  hedge  stake.  Tii^ 
Countess  now  made  the  best  of  her  way  to  LondonJ 
attended  only  by  her  deliverers,  where  she  arrived  safe.  ! 

The  Countess  appeared  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench^ 
and  exhibited  articles  of  the  peace  against  Bowes;  and 
on  Friday  the  27th  May,    1787,  Andrew  llobinson 
Bowes,  Edward  Lucas,  Francis  Peacock,  Mark  Prevost, 
John  Cummins,  otherwise  Chailes  Chapman,  William  , 
Pigg»  and  thi  ee  other  persons  weie  found  guilty  :  Bowes 
was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  iiSOO,  to  be  imprisoned  , 
in  the  King's  Bench  prison  three  years,  after  which  to , 
find  security  himself  in  £)0,000>  and  two  sureties  of 
^£5,000  each.    The  others  were  impiisoned  for  differ- j 
ent  periods,  and  subject  to  various  fines.    The  conspi-, 
rators  being  thus  disposed  of,  Bowes  becoming  habitu- 
ated to  the  situation,  and  all  those  incumbrances  upon, 
his  mind  being  cleared  away,  after  his  usual  manner,  in 
their  turns,  he  discarded  every  one  of  those  conspiratoivs, 
as  5:oon  as  he  had  done  with  them,  and  he  left  them  tOj 
their  fates. 

Bowes's  family  in  the  King's  Bench,  at  first  consisted 
of  himself,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peacock  and  daughter,  and; 
Master  Bowes,  his  son  by  the  Countess,    Besides  other, 
requisite  servants,  he  had  brought  one  of  the  name  oi 
Mary,  who  waited  on  the  Countess  during  the  timCj 
Bowes  took  her  into  the  north — her  he  sedu(  ed>  sein 
her  away  to  lie-in,  and  then  abandoned  her  and  th( 
child.    The  Countess,  pieviou3  to   her  marriage  t( 
Bowes,  executed  a  deed  by  which  the  rents  and  produce 
of  her  estates  were  placed  at  her  own  disposal,  reserv 
ing  to  herself  a  power  to  revoke  this  deed  ;  and  in  les 
than  fom'  months  after  her  marriage,  Bowes  managedi 
on  the  Is't  May,  1777?  to  have  this  obnoxious  settlemen 
annulled.    In  1785  the  Countess  instituted  a  sui 
against  Bowes,  charging  him  with  various  acts  of  cruel 
ty,  and  of  extorting,  by  violence  and  compulsion,  th. 
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istrurneiU  of  revocation.  The  courts  after  various  li« 
igations,  decicled  against  Bowes.  He  was  charged  with 
he  sums  he  had  unjustly  received  from  these  estates, 
nd  were  entered  on  the  marshal's  books.  The  sen- 
snce  of  separation  and  divorce  was  now  issued  from 
)octor's  Commons,  and  h@  Was  stunned  with  the  thun- 
er  of  excommunication.  By  this  time  Peacock  and 
lowes  were  at  dravVn  daggers.  The  unfortunate  and 
redulous  i^eacock  had  been  a  most  respectable  coal- 
lerchflnt  at  Newcastle.  He  became  acquainted  with 
Jowes  at  his  election  ;  he  was  easy  of  persuasion/  and 
ain  of  Bowes'  confidence.  Besides  his  punishment  by 
uprisonment  and  fine,  having  joined  Bowes  in  accept- 
nces,  he  was  left  in  the  lurch  by  Bowes,  and  remained 
1  prison  for  years  afterwards. 

On  the  l3th  July,  1787,  Bowes  desired  me/*  says 
Ir.  Foote,  "  to  visit  a  young  girl,  the  daughter  of  a 
risoner  at  the  lodgings  of  her  mother  in  Lant  Street, 
found  her  a  girl  of  perfect  symmetry,  fair,  lively,  and 
mocent.    She  was  feeding  a  pigeon  with  split  peas  out 
r  her  mouth.     Her  fi^ther  in  the  prison  had  been  a  man 
considerable  landed  pioperty.    Bowes  having  seen 
lis  girl  pass  through  the  prison  to  her  father's  apart- 
ents,  whose  charms  of  attraction,  when  they  caught 
s  eye,  served  but  insidiously  to  betrav  her  to  him— 
J  addressed  her  going  and  coming,  made  her  presents, 
ittere<i,  and  obtained  her.    This  young  lady,  whom 
shall  call  Miss  Polly  S—,  lias  had  five  children  by 
m,  which  proved  to  be  ties  of  such  strong  affection  as 
soften  all  the  hardships  and  severities  she  has  so 
|ng  endured  ;  for  she  has  been  literally  a  prisoner  in 
=>  house  from  the  year  1787  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
^  hired  a  room  for  her  in  the  same  staircase,  where 
e  was  excluded  from  the  sight  of  every  body,  not  being 
m  even  at  his  dinners,  nor  morning,  noon,  nor  night." 
On  the  ^Otli  of  April,  1800,  the  Countess  departed 
is  life  ;  Bowes  removed  out  of  the  prison,  and  took  a 
use  in  the  London  lioad.     He  took  Miss  S.  and  the 
ildren  with  him.    The  law-suits  were  taking  their 
arise,    He  began  to  embrace  the  hbcrty  of  reviving 
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those  sentiments  of  seduction,  which  had  been,  fn 
want  of  convenience,  laid  dormant  during  his  close  c< 
finement. 

Bowes  now  had  an  accession  to  his  property  in  Ir^j 
land,  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  £300  per  annum.  Fror 
this,  and  from  the  remnant  of  plate,  of  which  there  wa 
yet  a  huge  mass,  and  from  his  half-pay,  he  might  hav 
drawn  a  decent  subsistence.  His  Benwell  estate  was  i 
the  hands  of  receivers,  for  the  mortgagee,  therefore  h 
could  take  nothing  from  that,  though  if  it  were  sold  ; 
would  fetch  three  times  the  sum  for  which  it  was  mon 
gaged. 

One  of  Bowes's  sisters  came  from  Ireland  with  h« 
daughter.    Bowes  now  was  pleased  to  be  very  ill  if] 
deed.    He  was  dropsical,  he  had  shortness  of  breati, 
loss  of  appetite,  he  vomited  blood,  his  langour  was  enl 
cessive,  and  his  nerves  were  easily  affected.    Being  So 
ill  he  made  a  will  in  favour  of  his  relations,  and  his  dej L 
sister,  and  only  requested,  in  return,  a  certain  sum  i  "ji 
hand,  and  one  thousand  a  year,  during  his  short  stay  ;  L 
this  world.    But  his  brother  wisely  declined  taking  aiidav 
vantage  of  a  dying  man,  and  Bowets,  finding  his  sciien 
had  failed,  instantly  recovered,  revoked  his  will,  ai 
did  not  leave  one  single  shilling  to  his  own  relatior 
During  this  affecting  case,  he  had  procured  fresh  calv< 
blood,  and,  by  stealth,  gargled  with  it,  and  spit  it  inkjj 
the  bason,  so  as  lo  deceive  his  medical  attendant,  lun'g 

As  to  his  amusements,  and  his  habits  of  life,  they  I 
came  baser  as  he  grew  older,  and  they  were  the  mcjj] 
demonstrable,  as  he  not  only  drank  out  his  wine,  selfiujc^ 
ly,  but  also  took  to  spirituous  liquor.  He  kept  no ,» 
vant,  and  would  buy  neither  brushes  nor  brooms;  iLg, 
two  daughters  went  down  upon  their  knees  and  gatb  iaj]t( 
ed  up  the  dust  with  their  hands.  He  scarcely  evei  fiLjj^ 
or  spoke  to  Miss  S—  for  nearly  the  last  eight  yeflL'nj 
and  allowed  her  but  one  meal  a-day.  She  did  ge  L  ^, 
little  supply  from  her  mother  and  the  farmers,  who  jLjjg 
been  her  father  s  tenants.  She  had  the  strongest  pijg^gj^ 
possible  causes  to  remain  with  him ;  the  ehildrenrH 
dear  to  her,  and  she  to  her  children. 
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Bowes  bad  sometime  previous  app-ied  to  the  Court  of 
rhancery  and  tlie  House  of  Lords,  for  surplus  rents,  &c. 
riie  decision  of  the  latter  was  in  his  favour,  but  in  June, 
[807,  the  deed  of  revocation  was  brought  before  Sir 
fames  Mansfield,  and  a  verdict  was  found  in  favour  of 
,he  Earl  of  Strathmore,  and  here  Bowes*  contentions 
iveve  about  closed. 

His  appetite  now  began  to  fail,  and  his  walk  was  con- 
^ned  to  a  tavern  within  four  doors,  where  he  used  to 
'ead  a  newspaper.  As  to  his  instruction,  or  amusement 
from  books,  he  had  not  one  in  his  house  besides  the 
Confessions. 

In  January,  181-0,  Bowes  became  seriously  ill,  and 
bis  medical  friend  perceived  that  his  disorder  was  some- 
thing more  than  deception.  But  as  Miss  S —  had  not 
oeen  mentioned  in  his  will,  this  gentleman,  after  much 
persuasion,  prevailed  on  Bowes  to  grant  her  one  hun« 
[Jred  per  annum.  As  I  was  going  away,^'  says  he, 
r  he  would  be  led  into  the  passage  to  be  certain  that  I 
pas  out  of  the  house  ;  and  Miss  S—  told  me  that  a  few 
pays  before,  he  crawled  upon  his  knees  and  hands  up 
|tairs,  to  see  if  he  could  discover  any  body  harboured 
|here,  so  powerful  even  at  this  time,  was  his  passion  of 
uspicion/' 

Bowes  survived  this  transaction  not  more  than  six 
ays.  He  died  on  the  1 6th  of  January,  1810,  and  was 
lUried  on  the"23d,  in  the  vault  in  St.  George's  church, 
n  the  Borough.  No  other  legacies  were  in  his  will  than 
hose  to  his  children  by  Miss  S  — .  Hi^  son  by  the 
'ountess  was  to  have  been  his  heir. 

And  here  closes  the  mortal  scene  of  Andrew  Robin- 
on  Bowes ;  whose  ruin  was  finally  precipitated  from 
rant  of  moral  principle  and  personal  courage.  If  he 
ad  happened  to  have  been  a  man  of  courage,  as  well 
s  infamy,  he  would  with  his  talents  have  maintained 
lat  which  infamy  alone  had  put  into  his  possession  ; 
nd  he  would  have  mounted,  instead  of  sunk,  as  he 
lasely  did  in  the  close  of  his  life:  but  his  mind  was 
^acherous  and  inconstant  even  to  itself.  He  was  a  ^ 
illain  to  the  back-bone  !  ! 
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Bowes  was  incapable  of  making  friends,  for  he 
not  wish  to  ferfow  any  thing  of  the  quality  of  friendsbii 
The  friend  with  whom  he  formerly  corresponded  ha 
long  given  him  over,  and  detached  himself  from  him 
after  suffering  in  fame  and  in  fortune.  On  his  last  tri^ 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Bowes  not  being  ab 
to  attend  about  it,  and  to  bustle  himself  in  it,  seduce 
from  the  west  of  England  the  husband  of  his  ow 
daughter.  He  travelled  for  him  into  the  north  for  ev 
dence,  and  all  at  bis  own  expence.  He  was  taught  t 
believe  that  a  very  large  legacy  at  least  was  intended 
or  if  otherwise,  that  his  wife  would  be  Bowes's  heires 
The  hopes  of  this  gentleman  were  also  disappoi?ite( 
Under  the  cloak  of  friendship,  Bowes  made  instrumen 
of  mankind  as  he  called  for  them,  and  in  his  arts  of  s( 
duction  he  refined  above  all  others. 

All  those  who  served  him  the  m.ost  essentially,  ar 
gratified  him  the  longest,  he  treated  with  the  most  si 
verity,  'i'hey  were  left  at  length  to  feel  disgrace  fro 
their  own  mortifjnng  reflections.  The  very  yearninj 
of  nature  were  struck  dumb  with  astonishment  at  hit 
Open  resentment  was  suppressed  by  shameful  remors 
and  the  injured  v/ithheld  their  vengeance,  and  slur 
away  from  him^  silent,  degraded,  and  astounded.  F 
clothed  all  his  villainies  in  the  dress  of  virtue ;  and  it 
something  to  be  told,  that  he  could  not  othcrwi 
succeed  in  his  designs. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  on  the  li 
February,  1777,  a  seat  in  parliament  for  the  represent 
tion  of  Nev/castle  became  vacant  :  this  Bowes  unsii 
cessfully  contested  with  Sir  John  Trevelyan.  In  t' 
election  of  September,  1784,  however  he  was  mc 
fortunate  The  representation  was  contested  by  i 
M.  W.  Ridlcv,  A.  R  Bowes,  and  Mr.Delaval,  when-  i 
two  former  were  elected.  This  same  year  Bowes  se 
ed  the  office  of  high  sheriff  for  Northumberland.^ — A 
drew  Robinson  Stoney  assumed  the  name  of  Bowes 
his  marriage  with  the  Countess. 

W.  &  T.Fordyce^  Piinters,  Dean  Street;,  Nev^'east 


